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CONFIDENTIAL CAIRO 4183 

GENEVA FOR SECRETARY'S PARTY 

E.O. 11652 GDS 

TAGS: PFOR EG OCON XF 

SUBJECT: MIDDLE EAST PEACE CONFERENCE 

REF: GENEVA 6739 

1. CAIRO PRESS PORTRAYED OPENING OF GENEVA PEACE CONFERENCE 
AS DISPUTE AND CRISIS RIDDEN. AHBAR EL YOM BANNER HEADLINE 
READ "GENEVA CONFERENCE CRISES BEGIN". AL-AHRAM'S BANNER 
HEADLINE STATED "CONFERENCE OPENED AMIDST COLLECTIVE WARNINGS 
OF RENEWED FIGHTING FROM ALL SIDES". 

2. FRONT-PAGE SOTIRES IN THREE MAJOR DAILIES GENERALLY 
CHARACTERIZED ABBA EBAN’S OPENING SPEECH AS RECALCITRANT 
RATHER THAN "CONSTRUCTIVE AND FOR MOST PART FORWARD-LOOKING" 
AS MENTIONED IN REFTEL. EBAN'S ELOQUENT AND CONCILITORY 
REMARKS AS REPORTED IN REFTEL WERE LOST IN TRANSLATION 

OR UNREPORTED. EBAN'S SPEECH WAS REDUCED TO THREE MAJOR 
POINTS: (A) ISRAEL WILL NOT GO BACK TO PRE-JUNE 1967 
BORDERS (2) ISRAEL WILL NOT GIVE JERUSALEM BACK TO ARABS: 
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WAS NO COVERAGE OF EBAN'S REMARKS ABOUT ISRAEL SEEKING TO 
LEARN FROM ARABS AT GENEVA WHETHER THEY SHARE ITS VISION 
OF PEACE. 

3. THIS CHARACTERIZATION OF EBAN'S SPEECH PROVIDED SPRING- 
BOARD FOR MAJOR THEME IN PRESS REPORTAGE ON GENEVA CONFERENCE 
-ISMAIL FAHMY AS PLUCKY, ELOQUENT CENTRAL FIGURE AND DEFENDER 
OF THE ARAB POSITION AT GENEVA. 

4. AL-GUMHURIYY A RED BANNER HEAD READS: "FAHMY: FULL 
WITHDRAWAL AND PALESTINIAN RIGHTS". AL-AHRAM STRESSED 
FAHMY'S IRONICAL AND SOMEWHAT SARCASTIC TONE IN HIS REBUTTAL 
TO POINTS IN EBAN'S SPEECH MENTIONED ABOVE. AL-AHRAM 
HIGHLIGHTED FAHMY'S TOUGH ATTITUDE AND INSISTENCE ON FULL 
WITHDRAWAL FROM ALL OCCUPIED TERRITORIES INCLUDING HERUSALEM. 
ALL PAPERS CARRIED FAHMY'S REMARKS THAT EBAN WAS SLIGHTING 
INTELLIGRENCE OF CONFERENCE PARTICIPANTS AND THAT EBAN 
SHOULD HAVE LEARNED LESSON THAT IT IS NOT ONLY ISRAEL THAT 

CAN USE MODERN WEAPONS. NO PAPERS CARRIED FAHMY'S REMAKRS 
ABOUT PALESTINIAN HAVING RIGHT TO UNDERTAKE TERRORIST ACTIONS 
OR POINTED OUT THAT FAHMY "REINTER ATF.D FREQUENTLY"EGYPTIAN 
OBJECTIVE IS PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT RECOGNIZING SOVEREIGNTY 
OF ALL STATES IN AREA AS MENTIONED IN REFTEL. 

5. FAHMY WAS ALSO CENTRAL FIGURE IN ALL FRONT-PAGE PHOTOS. 

6. ONLY FAHMY'S SPEECH WAS CARRIED FULL TEXT IN THREE 
MAJOR PAPERS. OTHER SPEECHES WERE SUMMARIZED WITH AN EYE 
TO EMPHASIZING PARTS IN COINCIDENCE WITH EGYPT'S POINT OF 
VIEW. AL-AHRAM HIGHLIGHTED KISSINGER AS SUGGESTING CEASE- 
FIRE COMMITMENT, DISENGAGEMENT OF FORCES AND IMPLEMENTATION 
OF 243: RIFAI AS REFUSING PARTIAL SETTLEMENT: EBAN AS 
REPEATING ISRAELI CLAIMS CONCERNING SECURE BORDERS AND 
HOLDING ARAB JERUSALEM:AND GROMYKO AS PREDICTING WAR 

MAY FLARE UP AGAIN AT ANY TIME.ALL PAPERS, HOWEVER, 

GAVE OBJECTIVE, IF SUBDUED TREATMENT TO GROMYKO S REMARKS 
ABOUT ALL STATES, INCLUDING ISRAEL, HAVING RIGHT TO EXIST 
AND SOVIET UNION NOT BEING HOSTILE TO ISRAEL PER SE. 

7. SECRETARY KISSINGER S STATEMENT WAS TREATED OBJECTIVELY. 
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